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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 

 
7 

  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

12 



 

 
 

 
PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 

10 



 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 

 
5 

THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 

6 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 

3 

 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
 

 
 

 
14 



’ •



Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

12 



 

 
 

 
PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 

 
5 

THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 

 
7 

  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 

 

 

 

 

11 

THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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THE CLOSING  CAROL SILENT NIGHT 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #60 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 

 
 

 
2 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   Hymn continues on next page 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
  Carol continues on next page 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
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 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and 
Carols service traditionally held at King's College, 
Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year.   Lessons 
and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was 
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army 
chaplain. The lessons for tonight have been used for almost 100 years to recall God’s 
promise to send a Savior, as well as that promise’s fulfillment. The carols that are 
historically used in this service are carefully chosen because of their relationship to 
the lesson they follow.   

 

THE OPENING HYMN ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #50 

 
 

1 

 
 

EXHORTATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. Let us read and learn 
in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy 
child. We join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
 All:Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
CAROL  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #63, VERSES 1 & 3 
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THE OFFERING 
 
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:8-15 
   The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 
 
 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so, I 
hid.” 11 And he said, “who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you 
put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
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 you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You 
will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 
CAROL  LET THE  EARTH NOW  PRAISE THE LORD 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP #28, VERSES 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 9:2,6,7 
   The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior 
 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 
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CAROL  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #61 
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THE THIRD LESSON MICAH 5:2-4 
   The prophet speaks about the place where the Messiah will be born 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
CAROL  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
   CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #65, VERSES 1,2,4 
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THE FOURTH LESSON MATTHEW 1:18-25 
   The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 

 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
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  25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 

 
CAROL OH, COME’ OH, COME’ EMMANUEL 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #23, VERSES 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38 
  The Miracle of the Savior’s birth is announced to Joseph. 
 
 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 
 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
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 this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found  
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 

 
 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her. 
 
CAROL THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #24, VERSES 1-3 
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THE SIXTH LESSON LUKE 2:1-20 
  The birth of the Savior 

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 

 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 

10 



 pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

 
SERMON LUKE 2:1-20 

“A SAVIOR BORN TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
CAROL JOY HAS DAWNED 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP (2021) HYMN #352 
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THE SEVENTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5, 14
 
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

 
 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it…. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
  CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMN #67, VERSE 1 
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PRAYER 
 P: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. On this holy night, 
receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. You sent Jesus as the 
Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life 
that you intend for us. May the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May 
the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. For today in the 
town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord.  

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
 C: (spoken) Amen. 
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